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 1 About File Sizes

 

About File Sizes 
Bandwidth is a very important consideration when creating content for the web. You may 
be loading content via a fast connection from your office, but keep your students in mind 
as they will have to download your content to see it. Many students access course 
content via slow dial-up modem connections at home.  

In New Mexico, it takes anywhere from 3 to 8 minutes for a student to download a 1 MB 
(1024 KB) file if they are using a dial-up modem. If you post a lot of large files in your 
course, accessing your content will be a very frustrating experience for your students (if 
it is even possible for them to access it. Depending on their Internet Service Provider, 
they may even be disconnected before fully downloading the file for viewing). Therefore, 
course designers are encouraged to minimize file sizes as much as possible before 
uploading to WebCT.  

Approximate download times in New Mexico for students on dial-up modems: 

Representative file Sample file size Approx. download time 

Word document 50 KB 9-24 seconds 

PowerPoint 250 KB 45 seconds – 2 minutes 

Short audio clip, image file 1 MB 3-8 minutes 

Video clips, PowerPoint 
with audio, multimedia 

20 MB 1-2 ½ hours 

Here are some ways of minimizing file sizes and download times: 

• Convert to HTML (web pages) when possible. HTML pages are typically much 
smaller than the source file (such as Microsoft Word documents). Many software 
applications have a ‘Save as Web Page’ option which allows you to easily create 
HTML pages. 

• Break information into smaller chunks. For example, you might divide a 40-
slide PowerPoint presentation into 4 separate files of 10 slides each. 

• Use simple backgrounds. 
• Use compression tools such as Impatica for PowerPoints with audio. 
• Format images properly for the web. Images can be one of the biggest culprits 

in terms of creating large files. For more information on using images, see 
Enhancing Your Course with Images. 

• Store large files on a CD-ROM and distribute copies of the CD to students. 


